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COURSE OUTLINE:

The fact that up to 80% of the active population is employed in agriculture makes the study of
agrarian societies a key feature in development economics. This course aims to provide students
with a detailed knowledge of institutional economics and contract choice. In particular it shows the
problems associated with government organizations, collective action among farm groups, and
social capital. It analyzes problems such as technological change, cooperatives, land reform,
commodity chains in a historical context, allowing a better understanding of the problems facing
policy makers today.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The course consists of 22 hours taught in 11 sessions of two hours. Students will be expected to
assist all classes, having read the assigned reading (s) so that they can participate in debates.
They will be expected to make three short class presentations (en groups of 2-3) on the
obligatory readings (15 minutes presentation + 5 minutes of comments + 3 questions for the class
to debate), and write a short essay of 1,000 words on one of them. In addition, they will have to
make one class presentation (in group of three) the 13" of May on any subjects linked to the
program (20 minutes + 3 questions for debate).

Finally students are expected to write a 2000 word essay on one of the topics of the course.
Students are required to follow the basic rules of writing scientific papers, and show an
appreciation of both the theoretical literature, and empirical knowledge, of their subject.

EVALUATION
Active participation in class discussion of the readings (20%), presentations (25%), essay on a
reading (5%), 2000 word essay (50%). Students can only pass if achieve a minimum of a four (out
of ten) for each section, and a minimum of five overall.
Class Participation
Class participation is vital in this class. It is expected that you will have done all of the readings in advance
of the class for which they are assigned. For most of the course, we will be discussing the five assigned
books. This will consist of a 15-minute student presentation (see below) introducing the main topics, and
then a discussion for the remainder of class. You are expected to speak in every class, and you will be
graded on the quality of your comments. It will be obvious if you are unprepared, and this will be reflected
in your grade.
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Homework

With the exception of the first class and the group presentations at the end of the semester, there will be
homework due at the beginning of every class. The homework is simple: please come prepared with 5
guestions related to the readings for class. They can be questions you would like answered, questions you
think would open up conversation, or questions linking multiple readings. These questions can be printed
out or hand-written, but you must turn in one copy at the beginning of class. These questions are meant to
facilitate conversation. When the conversation stalls, | may choose one of you at random to read one of
your questions to the class. Homework will be graded on a 0-2 scale. You will receive 0 points if you do

not turn it in, 1 point if it is unclear from your questions whether you have done the reading, and 2 points
for a satisfactory job.

Individual Presentations

Each class will be split into two parts, corresponding to two readings. At the beginning of each part of each
class, one student will be assigned to present an overview of the material. The presentation should take 15
minutes. Each student will make only one presentation during the semester. Presentations will begin the
third week of the semester. | will be randomly assigning each student to a presentation after the second
week. Your slot may be subject to change as students add and drop the course.
https.//www.jaredcrubin.com/teaching/path to_modern_economy_syllabus

PROGRAM
Topic 1: Agricultural transformation & economic development (15 March)

Topic 2: The village economy and the state (18 March)
a) The Moral Economy of the Peasant: a critique
b) The farmer and the state

Obligatory reading: Banerjee, A. V. and E. Duflo (2007). "The Economic Lives of the Poor." Journal of
Economic Perspectives 21(1): 141-167.

Topic 3: Institutions: access to land and land markets (22 March)
a) Institutional change in a comparative perspective
b) Property rights and land invasions.

Obligatory reading: Feeny, David (1984), “The Development of Property Rights in land: A Comparative
Study”, in Bates (Edit), Toward a Political Economy of Development, U.C.P, 272-99.

Topic 4: Institutions: credit markets. (25 March)

a) Credit in agrarian economies.

b) Why is the impact of microcredit so limited?
Obligatory readings:

Guinnane, T. (1994) “A Failed Institutional Transplant: Raiffeisen’s Credit Cooperatives in Ireland,
1894-1914”, Explorations in Economic History, 31, pp.38-61;

Topic 5: The economics of contract choice (29 March)

a) The nature of the farm

b) Contract choice, state intervention and agrarian growth
Obligatory readings:

Hayami, Y. and Otsuka, K (1993), “Contract choice and Enforcement in an Agrarian Community. The
Case of Upland Farming in Indonesia”, in Hayami and Otuska, The Economics of Contract Choice, Oxford,
pp. 107-127.



Carmona, J. and J. Simpson (1999), “The "Rabassa Morta" in Catalan Viticulture: The Rise and
Decline of a LongTerm Sharecropping Contract, 1670s-1920s” The Journal of Economic History, Vol. 59, pp.
290-315.

Topic 6: Technological Change (01 April)

a) Theories of technological change and the farm

b) Mechanical and biological technologies
Obligatory reading:

Olmstead, A. L. and P. W. Rhode (2001). "Reshaping the Landscape: The Impact and Diffusion of the
Tractor in American Agriculture, 1910-1960." Journal of Economic History 61(3): 663-698.

Topic 7: Government, commodity chains and vertical integration (08 April)

a) Farmers and commodity chains

b) Food regulation and industrial organization.
Obligatory reading:

Ferndndez, Eva and James Simpson (2017) ‘Product quality or market regulation? Explaining the
slow growth of Europe’s wine cooperatives, 1880-1980’, Economic History Review, 70, pp.122- 142.

Topic 8: Collective action and social capital (05 April)

a) Social capital and common-pool resources (CPR)

b) Institutions and irrigation
Obligatory reading:

Ostrom, E. and R. Gardner (1993). "Coping with Asymmetries in the Commons: Self Governing
Irrigation Systems Can Work." Journal of Economic Perspectives 7(4): 93-112.

Bardhan, Pranab (2005), Scarcity, Conflicts and Cooperation, MIT Press.chapter 11 .

Topic 9. Institutional innovation: the politics of farm cooperatives (12 April)

a) Farm cooperatives and collective action

b) Farm cooperatives and government market intervention
Obligatory reading:

O'Rourke, K. (2007). "Culture, conflict and cooperation: Irish dairying before the Great War." The
Economic Journal 117(October): 1357-1379.

Topic 10: Agrarian reform and government intervention (10 May)

a) Why agrarian reform?

b) The state and the village: a case study
Obligatory reading:

Griffin, Kachman & Ichowitz, (2002) "Poverty and the distribution of land." Journal of Agrarian
Change: 279-330.

Albertus, Diaz-Cayeros, Magaloni & Weingast,(2016), “Authoritarian Survival and Poverty Traps:
Land Reform in Mexico” World Development, 77, 154-170.

Simpson and Carmona (2017), “Too many workers or not enough land? Why land reform fails in
Spain during the 1930s”, Historia Agraria , 2017, 72, 37-68.

Topic 11: Student presentations (13 May).
a) Student presentation 1
b) student presentation 2
c) Student presentation 3
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