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1. The empirics of economic growth: an overview  
Tuesday, Sep 24 – 9:00-11:00 
Session 1 
Thursday, Sep 26 – 9:00-11:00 
Session 2 
  

 Introduction to Economic Growth 
 Growth empirics 
 The genesis of growth economics 
 Growth measurement 

 
Mandatory Readings: Durlauf, Johnson and Temple (2005) 
Suggested Readings: Boianovsky and Hoover (2013); Romer (1994) 
 

 

2. Growth Accounting  
Tuesday, Oct 1 - 9:00-11:00  
Session 3  
Thursday, Oct 3 – 11:00-13:00 
Session 4 
  

 Methodology 
 Sources 
 Empirical evidence and implications 

 
Mandatory Readings: Mankiw, Romer and Weil (1992); Barro (1999); Young (1995); Bosworth and 

Collins (2008). 
Suggested Readings: Barro and Sala-i-Martin (2005), ch. 10.; Crafts (2004); Hsieh (1999); Prados 

de la Escosura and Rosés (2009); Prados de la Escosura and Rosés (2010). 
 

 

3. Searching for growth 
Tuesday, Oct 8 - 9:00-11:00  
Session 5 
Thursday, Oct 10 – 11:00-13:00 
Session 6 

 
 Growth regressions and convergence 
 Long-run determinants: natural resources and population  
 Ultimate sources: social capital, institutions and economic growth 

 
Mandatory Readings: Barro and Sala-i-Martin (2005), ch. 11&12; Galor and Weil (1999). Sachs 

and Warner (2001); Tabellini (2010).  
Suggested Readings: Abramovitz (1986); Acemoglu and Robinson (2005); Alesina (2003); Barro 

(1996);  



 

4. Open session – To be determined 
Tuesday, Oct 15 - 9:00-11:00  
Session 7 

 

5. Final Wrap-up – Review for Exam 
Thursday, Oct 17 - 11:00-12:00  
Session 8 

 
 

Final Grade 

The final grade will be based on a final exam (60%) and homework (40%). 
 
 

Resources: 

Internet databases:  
http://pwt.econ.upenn.edu. (Penn World Tables); 
http://www.ggdc.net. (Groningen Growth and Development Center); 
http://www.worldbank.org.  (World development Indicators – Banco Mundial); 
http://www.oecd.org. (OECD databases).  
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