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REQUIREMENTS (SUBJECTS THAT ARE ASSUMED TO BE KNOWN)

Foundations of Political Science

OBJECTIVES

This course focuses on the study of political actors in democratic systems. It places particular emphasis on analyzing
one key actor: political parties. The course delves into their typology, organizational structure, the system in which they
operate, and the factors that give rise to them. Other political participants are also studied, such as the media, social
movements, and interest groups. The course aims to enable students to distinguish between the various political
actors and understand how they interact with one another.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1. Basic Elements of Political Parties
2. Party Families and Typologies
3. The Relationship Between Cleavages and Political Parties
4. Internal Organization of Political Parties
5. Political Parties in Institutions
6. Party Systems
7. The Media
8. Social Movements
9. Interest Groups: Trade Unions

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

In lecture sessions the teacher will explain the main foundations of each unit. Some resources could be recommended
to complete the explanation of each unit. Work in seminar sessions will deal with comparing and analyzing cases
suggested by the lecturer. Some sessions will be developed in the computing laboratories. The lecturer will assign
reading materials (on which test could be implemented), as well as suggest the resources and references to be used
by the students prior to each seminar session. Those resources will be written both in Spanish and English. Selective
use of AI, specifying how it should be applied.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Final exam: 50% of the final grade. The reading materials will be part of the content for the exam.
Essays and case studies to be submitted in due time (as well as a test on reading materials): 50% of the final grade.

Students will have to pass the final exam in order to pass the course.

Resitting exams (June/July exams):
The continuous assessment grade is saved if the students have attended the course.
If they did not complete it, they are entitled to get the 100% of the total grade from the final exam (

% end-of-term-examination/test: 50

50% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…):
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Final exam 100%)

% end-of-term-examination/test: 50

50% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…):
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