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OBJECTIVES

At the end of the course the students will have:

- a good understanding of the role of religion in Spanish society and in shaping the specific processes that affected the
history of Spain from the Middle Ages to the present.

- a detailed and precise knowledge of the three Mediterranean religions (Judaism, Christianity and Islam) present with
more or less strength over the centuries in the Hispanic land.

- a good overview of the dialectic related to cultural heritage as a narrative construction tool of the past, and the role it
plays in the identities of the present.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

This course will deal with the relationships between religion and society, focusing the influence of religion in Spanish
society, so powerful over the centuries that it can be stated, without fear of being wrong, that current Spanish society
cannot be understood without studying the religion that has shaped very diverse aspects of human life in this country.
Many of the topics will cover the influences of religion on art and culture, as well as female participation in various
social spheres.

The program will be divided into five large blocks that will offer a general overview of the religious phenomenon in 21st
century Spain.

I. Religion in current Spanish society: general aspects.

1. Religious landscapes of Spain ¿ places of special interest to learn about the relationship between religion and
society in today's world
2. Religious times ¿ the reflection of religion in the Spanish social calendar (religious and secular holidays and
celebrations). The influence of Christianity in shaping social, festive, cultural and other aspects.
3. Today's topics: news to understand the current religious world in Spain. The meaning of religion in a pluralistic,
globalized, emotional and moralizing sociocultural context.
4. The problem of religion in today's world: effects of globalization on religion; the secularization of Spanish society
together with the need to ask about the meaning of life.

II. The roots of the Hispanic religious phenomenon and its impact on today's society

5. Religion as an essential aspect in the historical evolution of the people of the Iberian Peninsula. The ways of seeing
and understanding that evolution today. The current panorama: the Christian majority, and the minority representation
of other religions.
6. Christianity: the arrival in Roman Hispania at the hands of the apostle Santiago? The first Christians of Hispania.
7. Judaism: the arrival in Roman Hispania. Who came first, Christianity or Judaism? How is Judaism understood in
today's Spain?
8. Christianity in the configuration of the first properly Hispanic kingdom: the Visigoths. The councils of

Página 1 de 4



Toledo.
9. The arrival of the Arabs. The causes of the rapid conquest and organization of the occupied territory.
10. The changes in the religious panorama of the Iberian Peninsula from the 8th century onwards.
11. The permanence of Christianity in the kingdoms of the northern peninsula. Religious ideology as part of the
construction of kingdoms.
12. The construction of a Christian identity as an affirmation of a society

III. Religion as a factor in the construction of a social identity

13. Religious time and its meaning from a religious and social point of view (All Saints' Day, Christmas, Easter)
14. Popular customs in relation to religious celebrations
15. Art and scholarly culture in relation to religious celebrations
16. Festivals and the cultural and identity construction of a society

IV. The influence of religion as a social model of coexistence between religions and cultures. The Hispanic example

17. The study of religion in today's society. A panoramic review
18. The serious problems of today's world. Wars and religious background. Religious coexistence in the Hispanic past
19. From tolerance to intolerance. A brief review of religious and social relations in the towns of Spain
20. Institutions that reflect the breakdown of tolerance between religious and social groups

V. Religion as the basis of widespread social phenomena in today's Spain

21. The pilgrimages. The religious sense extended throughout the Spanish geography
22. The Camino de Santiago, a religious, economic and cultural route
23. Religious buildings. The cathedrals
24. The transformation of buildings from one religion to another

CONCLUSION. The objective reflection necessary to assess the role of religion in the lives of human beings.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

This course involves lectures involving theory regarding the characteristics and history of the three religions included,
and their inter-relation in Spain from the Middle Ages to the present. The practical part will include visits to significant
places for the minority religions in today¿s Madrid, so that they may better understand the nature of current religious
coexistence.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Evaluation system:
The evaluation is based on two fundamental aspects (class participation and exams). There will be two exams - a
midterm (in weeks 12-14) and a final exam.
All work must be submitted, or, as in exams, completed, on time to receive a grade.
The total points of the final grade will be distributed as follows:
Exams (60%)
The final exam will serve to evaluate the student's understanding of the subject. This will include all presentations
made in class, and information obtained outside of the classroom.

Participation (40%)
The participation grade will be based on the following factors, and is applicable to all classes:
Positive negative
Assignments are turned in on time Behavior that is disrespectful or harmful to the class
Voluntary participation in class and in discussions Not participating in class, or doing so in a non-academic manner
It is demonstrated that the readings have been read and understood Leaving class without permission
Demonstration of increasing knowledge and understanding Use of digital tools in a non-academic manner
  Late class attendance

Página 2 de 4



Evaluation distribution:
Exams 60%
Class participation 40%
Total 100%

Attendance policy:
Class attendance is required of all students, including the last day of class. Any justified absence must
be sent and decided by the UC3M International School. Unexcused absences have the following
automatic effect on the final grade:
Unexcused absences Penalty in the final grade
1 3%
2 5%
3 Fail

Participation (40%)
Participation grade will be based on the following factors, and is applicable in all sessions, whether they
are in-class or during excursions:
Positive Negative
Assignments are turned in in a timely manner Behavior that is disrespectful or harmful to the class
Assignments reflect adequate effort and content quality Not participating or doing so in a non-
academic manner
Voluntary participation in class activities and discussion Leaving the class without permission
Display of knowledge improvement and dedication Using digital materials in a non-academic
manner

Tardiness

Evaluation Summary:
Exams 60%
Participation 40%
Total 100 %

Attendance Policy:
Class attendance is expected of all students up to and including the last day of scheduled classes in the
semester. Any excused absences must be referred to and accepted by the UC3M International School.
Unexcused absences have an automatic effect on the course grade:
Unexcused absences Final grade penalty
1 3%
2 5%
3 Failing grade
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