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OBJECTIVES

- Being able to explain the historical evolution of political parties, its types and their relations
with each democratic model, as well as knowing and being able to analyze the organizational structure
of the political parties, as well as their interaction with society.
- Being able to analyze the different functions political parties perform, both regarding
institutions and society, as well as to differentiate among different types of party systems.
- Knowing and being able to analyze the main characteristics and elements of pressure groups
and (new) social movements, as well as between the main political collective actors regarding their
main elements and characteristics.
- Being able to explain the main theories of political culture, its factors and consequences, as well
as the cultural change under the theory of human development. Being able to analyze political culture
patterns, its factors and consequences.
- Knowing and being able to analyze patterns, relevant variables and consequences of political
participation and political behavior, differentiating the relevant analytical approaches and theories, as
well as the different kinds and patterns of political participation.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

- Unit 1. Political parties: definitions and historical evolution. Party models and democracy; from
cadre to cartel and movement-parties. The organization and structure of political parties: ideology,
members, resources and faces of parties; dominant coalition and territorial structure. The finances of
political parties.
- Unit 2. Political parties (2): The functions of political parties regarding institutions and society.
Democracy in political parties: the making of political platforms and the selection of party officials and
electoral candidates.
- Unit 3. Party systems: definition and typologies. Stability and change. Parties and party systems
in democratic Spain.
- Unit 4. Other political collective actors: Pressure groups: traits, organization and activity
patterns. The (new) social movements: evolution, traits, movilization patterns and interaction with the
political system. New social movements and social networks.
- Unit 5. Political culture and Civic Culture. Variables, patterns and trends of change and stability.
Cultural change: industrialization, postindustrializtion and human development.
- Unit 6. Political culture in Spain: Variables, traits and trends of change.
- Unit 7. Political participation and political behavior: Approaches and theoretical models. Political
movilization and its factors.
- Unit 8. Political behavior. Factors and variables. From cleavage politics to issue politics. Political
participation and political behavior in Spain.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

In lecture sessions the teacher will explain the main foundations of each unit. Some resources could be recomended
to complete the explanation of each unit. Work in seminar sessions will deal with comparing and analyzing cases
suggested by the lecturer. Some sessions will be developped in the computing laboratories. The lecturer will suggest
the resources and references to be used by the
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students prior to each seminar session. Those resources will be written both in Spanish and English.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Final exam: 60% of the final grade. The reading materials will be part of the content for the exam.
Essays and case studies to be submited in due time (as well as test on reading materials): 40% of the final grade. To
obtain points in this part, students will have to submit in due time at least 75% of the asignements.

Students will have to pass the final exam in order to pass the course.

Extraordinary evaluation: FINAL EXAM. The exam evaluates the global acquisition of knowledge, abilities and
capabilities during the course.

% end-of-term-examination/test: 60

40% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…):

BASIC BIBLIOGRAPHY

 - Anduiza, Eva; Bosch, Agustí  Comportamiento político y electoral,  Ariel, 2004

 - Colomer, J. M. ¿Cómo votamos? Los sistemas electorales del mundo: pasado, presente y futuro., Gedisa, 2004

 - Del Castillo, Pilar Cultura Política: enfoques teóricos y análisis empíricos,  Ariel, 1997

 - Duverger, M. Los partidos políticos, Fondo de Cultura Económica, Ed. Original: 1951; varias ediciones posteriores

 - Laraña, E. Los nuevos movimientos sociales, de la ideología a la identidad., CIS, 2001

 - Morlino, L. Cómo Cambian los Regímenes Políticos: Instrumentos de Análisis, CEC, 1985

 - Pérez Díaz, V. El malestar de la democracia, Crítica, 2008

 - Tarrow, S.  El poder en movimiento. Los movimientos sociales, la acción colectiva y la política,  Alianza , 2005

 - Von Beyme, K. Los partidos políticos en las democracias occidentales, CIS-Siglo XXI, 1986

ADDITIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

 - Berger, S. (comp.)  La organización de los grupos de interés en Europa occidenta,  MTSS. Madrid, (1988)

 - Colino, César y Del Pino, Eloisa   ¿Las nuevas formas de participación en los gobiernos locales¿,   Documentos de
la fundación Alternativas., (2008)

 - Font, Joan; Montero, J.R; Torcal,  "Ciudadanos, asociaciones y participación en España",   Madrid, CIS,, 2006

 - Funes Rivas, Mª Jesús y Adell Argilés, Ramón (eds)   Movimientos sociales y participación. ,   Madrid, UNED
Ediciones., (2003),

 - Montero, José Ramón (2005), "Sistemas electorales".  en Revista Zona Abierta, nº 110-111.  .,  ., .

 - Montero, José Ramón; Gunther, Richard y Linz, Juan J. (2007), Partidos Políticos, viejos conceptos y nuevos retos,
Edi. Trotta, Madrid.  .,  ., .
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 - Natera, A. (2005), El liderazgo político en la sociedad democrática. CEPC. Madrid  .,  ., .

 - Pindado, Fernando (2008), "La participación ciudadana es la vida de las ciudades". Barcelona, Ediciones del Serbal.
.,  ., .

 - Sartori, Giovanni (2005), Partidos y sistemas de partidos. Alianza Editorial, Madrid.  .,  ., .
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