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OBJECTIVES

At the end of the course, the student is expected to be able to:

- Know the basic principles of the Cultural History discipline.
- Reflect on the complex social and ideological nature of any cultural expression in the wider context of the society
from which it emerges.
- Understand the relationship between power, understood as effective authority, and culture, with its institutions,
practices and languages.
- Acknowledge the different ways in which power has embodied itself, connecting them to their social, political and
ideological meaning.
- Locate the information necessary to correctly fulfill his or her duties, as well as interpret it in order to elaborate
contents and well-formed opinions.
- Communicate and argue with academic rigor on the contents of the course, both in oral and written form.
- Work with neatness, efficiency and in depth, both on his or her own and in groups.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

Cultural History analizes History not from the point of the view of the big events that have shaped it,
but rather by looking at the cultural practices (in the broadest sense) of societies, or of the different
classes or groups within those societies. Combining the perspectives of the anthropologist with those of
the historian and the cultural analyst, it discusses key elements such as social structures and
movements, cultural rituals or the evolution of concepts like identity, ideology or power. This very last
one is the main object of this course.

From Antiquity to our days, different social classes, groups, cliques, political parties or people exerting
power, whether dcemocratically or by the use of coercion, have used art and culture as emblem,
reflection, advertising or ostentation of such authority. This course wants the students to recognise the
different ways and cultural practices - mostly literature and art, although others such as cinema or
digital media may also be addresses on occasion - power has made use of in key moments of history.
The students will analyse in depth the relationship between those practices and the power they emerge
from or replicate, in order to be able to throw some light on the ideological, social and political aspects
that intertwine with the artistic, aesthetic and cultural ones.

0. Understanding Cultural History
1. Religion and the Church
2. Nobility
3. The Sovereign and the State
4. War
5. Liberalism and National Sovereignty
6. The Ideology of Political Parties
7. Bourgeoisie and Power: Culture and Modernism
8. Comunism: Art and Propaganda
9. Fascism: the Cult of the Leader
10. Democracy and Power: Biopolitical Critique
11. Imperialism: Power and Identity
12. The Power of Money in Capitalist Societies
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LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

LECTURES: The professor will present the theoretical grounds of the course, with the help of audiovisual material.

SEMINARS: The students will work in groups with the materials associated to the continuous assessment tasks.

COLLECTIVE TUTORSHIP: Before the seminar, the group will meet with the teacher in order to discuss the
presentation. A second meeting will be arranged if necessary.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Continuous assessment: 50 %

Final exam: 50 %

% end-of-term-examination: 50

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 50
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