ucdm | Universidad Carlos Il de Madrid

Political analysis workshop |

Academic Year: (2023/2024) Review date: 03-04-2023

Department assigned to the subject: Social Sciences Department
Coordinating teacher: RIERA SAGRERA, PEDRO

Type: Compulsory ECTS Credits : 3.0

Year : 1 Semester : 1

OBJECTIVES
COMPETENCES:

1: Students acquire and understand knowledge that offers a base or opportunity to be original in the development
and/or application of ideas, often in a research context.

2: Students can apply the knowledge acquired and be able to solve problems in new or less known contexts related to
the area of study.

3: Students are able to integrate knowledge and face the complexity of formulating judgments based on information
that, being incomplete or limited, includes reflections on social and ethical responsibilities linked to the application of
their knowledge and judgments.

4: Students are able to communicate the conclusions and the knowledge and fundamental motivations of their analysis
to a specialized and non-specialized audience in a clear way.

5: Students have the learning skills that allow them to continue studying in a way that will be largely self-directed or
autonomous.

6: Ability to plan and carry out autonomously research in the field of public opinion or political behavior.

7: Ability to interpret and integrate information from the political and social environment in order to be able to effectively
analyze a situation with incomplete information.

8: Ability to apply the specialized theoretical and methodological knowledge from the discipline to the current political
and social phenomena in a practical way.

9: Ability to adequately convey in the analyses the inherent uncertainty of political and social phenomena.

10: Ability to elaborate and communicate political analyses in a clear manner and present them to both specialized and
non-specialized audiences.

11: Knowledge of the tools of visualization and presentation of data: Ability to present quantitative analyses in a
rigurous, clear and effective way.

12: Knowledge of the use of advanced techniques of analysis and presentation of empirical results to elaborate
professional reports and consultancy that allow to explain new political and social phenomena.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

- Knowledge on visualization of data.

- Foundations of written and oral presentation of data.

- Ability to communicate ideas through tables and graphs.

- Knowledge on how to explore and analyze data by using graphs.
- Knowledge of software tools in order to visualize data.

- Capacity to replicate and visualize studies.
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DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME
1. National and international datasets available for the analysis of political and social phenomena (World Values
Survey, European Social Survey, Comparative Study of Electoral Systems, Quality of Government, CIS, INE,
Eurobarometers, etc.)
2. Replication of existing researches on political and social phenomena and presentation of the results of the exercise.
3. Completion of exercises proposed by the instructor on political and social phenomena and presentation of the
results.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1 Theoretical-practical classes

2 Lab sessions

3 Tutorials

4 Work in group

5 Individual work

Code Number of Total Hours Number of Hours in Class % of Hours in Class
1 54 54 100
2 18 18 100
3 18 18 100
4 15 0 0
5 195 0 0
TOTAL SUBJECT 300 90 30
METHODOLOGY

1: Instructor’spresentations in class

2: Discussion of practical cases proposed by the instructor, in group or individually
3: Students’s presentations in class

4: Elaboration of reports, in group or individually

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM
1.Class participation: 20%

2.Presentations in class: 20%

3.Submission of assignments: 60%

% end-of-term-examination: 0
% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals...): 100

BASIC BIBLIOGRAPHY
- Gary King, Robert Keohane y Sidney Verba Designing Social Inquiry, Princeton University Press, 1994

- Philips Shively The Craft of Political Research , Pearson, 2017
ADDITIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY
- JW Creswell Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches, Sage Publications, 2013

- M Lewis-Beck, AE Bryman, TF Liao The Sage Encyclopedia of Social Science Research Methods, Sage
Publications, 2003
- MS Lewis-Beck, TW Rice Forecasting Elections, CQ Press, 1992

- Paul Kellstedt & Guy Whitten The Fundamentals of Political Research, Cambridge University Press, 2013

Pagina2de 2



