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REQUIREMENTS (SUBJECTS THAT ARE ASSUMED TO BE KNOWN)

Basic mathematics

OBJECTIVES

LEARNING OUTCOMES
- Understand, compare and apply basic demographic concepts (natural fertility, parity-specific, IDP, marriage squeeze,
etc.)
- Know how demographic data are collected (in censuses, civil registrations, and data repositories) and be able to
retrieve and use them
- Acquire the necessary tools for demographic analysis (calculate indices like the TFR, life expectancy, CDR, migration
turnover, migration ratio)
- Trace population dynamics from a historical and global comparative perspective; identify current trends and future
scenarios
- Learn about the principal determinants of demographic change and the related theories
- Reflect upon the socioeconomic and environmental consequences of demographic change, including population
growth, fertility decline, rise in longevity, ageing and urbanization
- Acquire a general view about population policies from a global comparative perspective

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1. Introduction to demography
2. Demographic theories: Malthus and the demographic transition
3. Demographic methods and data
4. Health and mortality transition
5. The fertility transition
6. Migration transition
7. The age transition: challenges of ageing
8. The urban transition
9. Family and household transition
10. Population growth and sustainability

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

Lectures

Practical Classes:
-Oral presentation in class
-Exercises to be carried out in groups or individually
-Discussions

Individual office hours

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Ordinary call:
a) Continuous evaluation 75%. Grade consists of oral presentation, active participation in class and mid-term test.
b) Final exam 25%. The content of the lectures and tutorials, exercises and readings is exam material of both final
exam and mit-term test.

Extraordinary call:
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a) Students who followed the continuous evaluation: same as continuous evaluation.
b) Students who have not followed the continuous evaluation: 100% exam grade. The content of the whole course is
exam material. Those who have not followed the continuous evaluation may have to respond to additional questions in
the final exam.

% end-of-term-examination: 25

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 75
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