
Economic progress in Spain, 1850-2000

Department assigned to the subject: Social Sciences Department

Type: Electives  ECTS Credits : 6.0

Year :    Semester :

Coordinating teacher: MARTINELLI LASHERAS, PABLO

Academic Year:  ( 2023 / 2024 ) Review date: 28-04-2023

REQUIREMENTS (SUBJECTS THAT ARE ASSUMED TO BE KNOWN)

The student must demonstrate proficiency in Spanish to choose the Spanish option of the course. Alternatively the
student must choose the English option of this course.

In the English speaking course, students are expected to have proficiency in English, a basic knowledge of Spanish
history, a reading knowledge of Spanish, and  have previously taken introductory courses in Economics and/or
Economic History

OBJECTIVES

- Introduction to the concepts, models and theories that explain the growth and development of Spain in the long run.
- Learning about the most relevant studies on the field.
- Learning about the process of growth and its relationship with demographic, technological and institutional changes.
- Applying comparative analysis to understand the problems in Spain in European perspective and in comparison to
other regions in the world, identifying geographical and temporal similarities and differences.

Skills:
- Developing the capacity to find, process, evaluate and transmit information with clarity, both writing and presenting.
- Writing a research essay concerning one or several studies related to the economic history of Spain.
- Learning to analyse historical data, including estimation techniques and the construction of historical series.
- Acquiring the skills to elaborate questions about the economic development of Spain and to answer them with the
help of economic analysis and quantitative methods.

Attitudes:
- An open attitude towards different dimensions of Spanish economic growth.
- A flexible attitude to criticize with academic rigour and to accept criticisms.
- An open attitude to search for answers to the current problems in Spain.
- Encouraging the curiosity of the student to face complex topics.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

The course analyses the evolution of the Spanish economy in the long run, studying the most important debates
concerning its progress and underdevelopment. It is divided in an introduction, four main blocs, and a conclusion.

I. Introduction and Organization of the Course.

II. The Legacy of Preindustrial Spain
- Spain in the European ¿Little Divergence¿, a Reversal of Fortune?
- The Rise and Decline of Spain, Myth or Reality?
- The Consequences of the Napoleonic Wars. Was the Loss of Empire at the Roots of Spanish Backwardness?

III. Economic Growth in Modern Spain
- When Did Modern Economic Growth Start? When and Why Did Spain Fall Behind and Catch Up?
- Did Agriculture Retard Industrialization?
- Were Natural Resources a Constraint on Growth?
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- Did Regional Disparities Increase during Industrialization?
- What Were the Causes of Growth?

IV. Well-being in Modern Spain
- Did Growth Reduce Inequality and Poverty?
- Did Living Standards Improve?

V. Spain in the International Economy
- Did Opening Up Contribute to Growth?
- Why Did Spaniards Migrate?
- Was Government Interventionism Necessary for Economic Development?

VI. Spain's Economic Progress in Historical Perspective: Lessons and Challenges.
- Are There Any Lessons from the Spanish Historical Experience?

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

Students will acquire competences and attitudes through
- Weekly lectures.
- Essays written by the students on the basis of the assigned bibliography.
- Presentation in class by students.
- Participation in class debates.

The skills will be worked individually with the final writing of a long essay that will be defended in class.

During the course the students will have to complete the readings assigned every week to participate and be
evaluated in the class.

The 6 ECTS credits correspond to approximately 2 attendance credits, 1 credit to individual work, 2 credits to the
elaboration and presentation of a research essay and one credit to the participation in the debates and the
presentation in class.

During the presentation the student will prove being able to summarize and to present his ideas in public in a clear,
brief and understandable manner to the rest of his peers. It will also help him to develop his skills to respond to
questions related to the topic presented. The comprehension of the theory is complemented with the readings, the
work in groups, the participation in the debates and the elaboration of a long critical essay.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

The final grade will be based on

40% final exam
40% continuous evaluation on a weekly basis (presentations, class participation, quizzes, short essays)
20% research paper

% end-of-term-examination: 40

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 60

BASIC BIBLIOGRAPHY

 - A. Carreras y X. Tafunell (2003) Historia Económica de la España contemporánea, Barcelona: Crítica, 2009

 - F. Comín, E. Llopis y M. Hernández (eds.)  Historia Económica de España. Siglos X-XX, Barcelona: Crítica, 2002

 - G. Tortella The Development of Modern Spain. An Economic History of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries,
Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press.
 - J. Nadal ¿The Failure of the Industrial Revolution in Spain, 1830-1914¿, in C.M. Cipolla (ed.) (1973), The Fontana
Economic History of Europe vol. 4 (2), pp. 532-626, London: Penguin, 1973
 - J. Simpson Spanish Agriculture: The Long Siesta, 1765-1965, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995

 - L. Prados de la Escosura Spanish Economic Growth, 1850-2015, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017

 - L. Prados de la Escosura De imperio a nación: crecimiento y atraso en España, 1780-1930, Madrid: AlianzaBilbao:
Fundación BBVA, 1988
 - N. Sánchez-Albornoz (ed.) The Economic Modernization of Spain, 1830-1930, New York: New York University
Press, 1987
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 - P. Fraile Balbín Industrialización y grupos de presión. La economía política de la protección en España, 1900-1950,
Madrid: Alianza, 1991
 - V. Pérez Moreda, D.-S. Reher, A. Sanz Gimeno  La conquista de la salud. Mortalidad y modernización en la España
contemporánea, Madrid: Marcial Pons, 2015

ADDITIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

 - A. Gómez Mendoza Ferrocarriles y cambio económico en España, 1855-1913, Madrid: Alianza, 1982

 - A. Herranz Loncán Infraestructuras y crecimiento económico en España (1850-1935), Madrid: Fundación de los
Ferrocarriles Españoles, 2008
 - B. Sánchez Alonso Las causas de la emigración española, 1880-1930, Madrid: Alianza, 1995

 - C.E. Núñez La fuente de la riqueza. Educación y desarrollo económico en la España contemporánea, Madrid:
Alianza, 1992
 - G. Tortella Los orígenes del capitalismo en España, Madrid: Tecnos, 1973

 - J. Carmona & J. Simpson El laberinto de la agricultura española. Instituciones, contratos y organización entre 1850
y 1936, Zaragoza: Prensas Universitarias, 2003
 - M.J: González La economía política del franquismo, Madrid: Tecnos, 1979

 - P. Fraile Balbín La retórica contra la competencia en España (1875-1975), Madrid: Fundación Argentaria/Visor,
1998
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