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REQUIREMENTS (SUBJECTS THAT ARE ASSUMED TO BE KNOWN)

Basics of Administrative Law
The organization and activity of public administration

OBJECTIVES

1. To get familiar with the most important environmental problems, and with the legal instruments and techniques that
try to solve them.
2.- To identify and to understand the sources and the structure of Spanish Environmental Law.
3. To find, to interpret and to apply the environmental principles and the most important pieces of environmental
legislation at national and regional level.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

Unit 1.- Introduction to Spanish Environmental Law: concept, sources and principles..

Unit 2.- The structure of Spanish Environmental law. Evolution and constitutional foundations. Allocation of powers.
Administrative organisation. Legal instruments and techniques most frequent in Spanish Environmental Law.

Unit 3.- The "horizontal" instruments of environmental protection: environmental impact assessment; citizens rights in
environmental matters; liability for environmental damage; IPPC.

Unit 4.- The protection of waters. Legal regime of waters as an ecological good. Planning and management of water
resources. Environmental quality for waters and the fight against pollution: regulation and permits for discharges

Unit 5.- The protection of air. Atmospheric pollution; most important problems in the field. Regulatory framework and
key legal rules. The protection of the air: environmental quality standards and emissions standards. Plans, permits and
sanctions. Special focus on climate change

Unit 6.- The management of waste. The concept of waste. Legal regime. Allocation of powers in the matter. Planning
and management of waste. Administrative sanctions.

Unit 7.- The protection of nature. European, national and regional legislation in the matter. Protection of species of
flaura and fauna. Protecting natural areas: most important tools and instruments..

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

The learning process is based on a practice-oriented education. Therefore, regular lectures will be supplemented with
in-class analysis and discussion of cases and materials, which will facilitate the understanding and application of the
legal concepts. Therefore, the teaching activities are divided into "lecture type" sessions (in large group) and case-
oriented sessions (in small groups). The activities carried out in small groups is called continuous assessment
(evaluación continua) 1. In the lecturing sessions, the professor will present the general concepts and ideas, the main
tools and instruments for the protection of the environment.
2. Case-oriented sessions will provide a practical approach to the different topics, through the analysis and discussion
of real cases or selected reading materials. In the small groups, the curricular activities might also include "multiple
choice" tests or other types of exams, covering a part of the course program. Those activities will be duly announced
by the professor in the "Aula Global" electronic website of the course.
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ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

The final grade of the course will be the result of adding up two partial grades: on the one hand, the grade obtained in
the activities carried out in the small groups ("continuing evaluation" system). This partial grade will represent 40% of
the final grade. On the other hand, the grade obtained in the final exam, which will amount to 60% of the final, overall
grade.

The professor may require to get a minimum score in the final exam in order to receive an overall grade in the course
(this should be indicated on the ¿Aula Global¿ webpage  at the beginning of the term). In this case, the final grade will
be obtained according to the Law School  Faculty Board Resolution of December 16th 2014, available on http://e-
archivo.uc3m.es/handle/10016/21141#preview.   Missed activities or assignments will be graded with 0 (zero). The
final grade of the course might be adjusted by the professor (in one point as a maximum), according to the attendance
and participation of the student in the different course activities

% end-of-term-examination: 60

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 40
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