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REQUIREMENTS (SUBJECTS THAT ARE ASSUMED TO BE KNOWN)

Political actors
Political behaviour

OBJECTIVES

The lectures pursue the following aims:
-The main theories and approaches to political representation.
-The different pieces of electoral systemsfrom a theoretical and applied perspective ; The functioning and political
effects of electoral systems.
-The main theories of electoral behavior and the factors that influence voting behavior.
-The relation between the determinants of electoral behavior and theories of democracy and representation.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1. Democratic theory and political representation: elections as an instrument of political representation
2.The electoral systems: the principle of representation and elements, types of electoral systems and their effects
3.Models of electoral behavior analysis
4. Determinants of electoral behavior: socio-economic position, identities and values, contextual factors
5. Research methods in electoral behaviour

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

In lecture sessions the teacher will explain the main foundations of each unit. Some resources could be assigned to
students in order to prepare the course. Work in seminar sessions will deal with comparing and analyzing cases
suggested by the lecturer. Some sessions will be developped in the computing laboratories. The lecturer will suggest
the resources and references to be used by the students prior to each seminar sesión. Those resources will be written
both in Spanish and English.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Final exam: 60% of the final grade. The reading materials will be part of the content for the exam. Students will have to
obtain at least a score of 5 in the final exam in order to pass the course.

Essays and case studies / research paper: 40% of the final grade. Students will have to obtain at least a score of 5 on
average in the continuous assessments in order to pass the course.

% end-of-term-examination: 60

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 40
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