
Theory and History of Social Movements

Department assigned to the subject: Humanities: History, Geography and Art Department

Type: Compulsory  ECTS Credits : 6.0

Year : 3 Semester : 2

Coordinating teacher: UÑA RUANO, RAFAEL

Academic Year:  ( 2022 / 2023 ) Review date: 19-05-2022

OBJECTIVES

CB1. That students have demonstrated to possess and understand knowledge in an area of study that starts from the
base of general secondary education, and is usually found at a level that, although supported by advanced textbooks,
also includes some aspects that imply knowledge from the cutting edge of your field of study
CB4. That students can transmit information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialized and non-specialized
audiences
CB5. That students have developed those learning skills necessary to undertake further studies with a high degree of
autonomy
CG5. Being able to debate and formulate critical reasoning using precise terminology and specialized resources, on
international and global phenomena, using both the concepts and knowledge of the different disciplines and the
analysis methodologies, paradigms and concepts of the Social Sciences.
CG6. Being able to apply the scientific method to social, political and economic questions posed by globalized society
as well as to pose a problem in this area, identifying a possible explanation or solution, and a method to contrast it by
carefully interpreting the data.
CG7. Know how to make judgments that include an ethical reflection on fundamental social, scientific and economic
issues in a representative context of past and present societies, both in the international and national or local order.
CE9. Know and understand the relevance of technological advances in their historical context to become agents of
political, economic and social change.
CE16. Know how to carry out case studies and apply the comparative method to analyze institutions, processes and
policies of different countries.
CT2. Being able to evaluate the reliability and quality of the information and its sources using said information ethically,
avoiding plagiarism, and in accordance with the academic and professional conventions of the study area. Being able
to organize, plan work and make judgments by making decisions based on said information.
RA2. Apply the knowledge acquired, the understanding of these and their capacities to solve complex and / or
specialized problems in the professional field;
RA3. Have the ability to collect and interpret data and information on which to base their conclusions, including, when
necessary and pertinent, reflection on matters of a social, scientific or ethical nature in the scope of their field of study;
RA4. Being able to cope in complex situations or that require the development of new solutions both in the academic,
labor or professional fields within their field of study;

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

PART I - Theory and General History of social movements

Topic 1- Theory of social movements
a) Introduction
b) Concept and features (social movements with political goals)
c) Key components that determine the emergence and development of social movements: Political opportunities;
Mobilizing structures; Framing processes
d) Other issues related to social movements: Civl society; Revolution; The protest´s dynamic dimension

Topic 2- General History of social movements
a) First period: 19th and 20th centuries (until the sixties)
b) Second period (sixties-seventies-eighties): The reappearance of civil societies and ¿new¿ social movements
c) Global age (1990-today): Global civil society and global social movements
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PART II - Social movements (specific study)

Topic 3- Cosmopolitism as theoretical foundations of the ideological content of many social movements

Topic 4- Political liberalism

Topic 5- Nationalism

Topic 6- Labour/labor movement: ¿Utopian¿, Anarchism, Social-Democracy, Communisms

Topic 7- Pacifism and Peace movement

Topic 8- Racial and cultural groups rights movements: Abolitionism/ Anti-slavery movement; Black racial movements
(US Civil Rights m., South-African Anti-Apartheid m.); Indigenous movements

Topic 9- Feminism

Topic 10- Environmentalism

Topic 11- Alter-globalization movement

Topic 12- LGBT social movements

Topic 13- Animal rights movement / Anti-Speciesism

Topic 14- Constructed international auxiliary languages movements: Esperantist movement

Topic 15- Federalism: Regional Federalisms; World Federalism

Topic 16- Other social movements

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

AF1. LECTURE CLASSES.
AF2. TUTORIALS. Individual or group tutorials.
AF3. Students¿ individual/group work.
MD1. LECTURE CLASS. lesson is typically delivered via a speech or presentation by the instructor.
MD2. PRACTICAL CLASSES´ ASSIGNMENTS. Tasks given to students by their teachers to complete in a defined
time.
MD3. TUTORIALS.  Teaching session given to one student or a small group of students.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Continuous assessment

1- Practical classes´ assignments (20% of the final mark)

2- Teamwork/ Group-project (20% of the final mark)

3- Final Exam (60% of the final mark)

% end-of-term-examination: 60

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 40
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