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OBJECTIVES

General competences:

GC1: Ability to understand the main factors involved in geopolitical and strategic analysis.
GC2: Ability to understand and analyze from a critical perspective the territorial dimension of the discourses and
practices that guide international politics, as well as to  contribute to the public debate about them and to  deepen the
values of democracy, dialogue, tolerance, social and environmental justice and peace.
GC3: Ability to understand and analyze national and international conflicts that have a territorial origin or influence and
propose political strategies and instruments that can contribute to their resolution.
GC5: Ability to demonstrate critical thinking in the analytical arguments of their own and of others.
GC6: Ability to plan and carry out an autonomous research in the field of geopolitics and strategic studies.
GC7: Ability to communicate and present, in a clear, precise and rigorous manner, geopolitical and strategic reports to
both specialized and non-specialized audiences

Specific competences:
SC1: Ability to understand and analyze the international geopolitical structure as a dynamic and globalized system that
operates through different scales related to each other from the local to the global level.
SC2: Ability to understand and analyze the main global geopolitical and geostrategic theories and the way in which
these theories have influenced or influence international politics.
SC3: Ability to understand and analyze the main theoretical-methodological approaches of geopolitical and strategic
studies, as well as to apply them to the analysis of specific geopolitical situations.

Learning results include:
-Ability to understand, handle and rigorously apply the fundamental concepts of, and approaches to, geopolitical and
strategic studies.
-Ability to understand and critically analyze the main theories aimed to explain the world geopolitical system in the
context of globalization.
-Ability to understand and critically analyze geopolitical conflicts.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

PART I: GEOPOLITICS AS A DISCIPLINE: CONCEPTS, APPROACHES AND REPRESENTATIONS

LESSON 1. DEFINITION AND OBJECT OF GEOPOLITICS.
LESSON 2. GEOPOLITICAL TRADITIONS, SCHOOLS AND TRENDS (1). CLASSICAL GLOBAL THEORIES AND
GEOPOLITICAL SYSTEMS.
LESSON 3. GEOPOLITICAL TRADITIONS, SCHOOLS AND TRENDS (2). FROM CLASSICAL GEOPOLITICS TO
CRITICAL GEOPOLITICS. CONTEMPORARY DEBATES.

 PART III:  GEOPOLITICAL ANALYSIS OF TODAY¿S WORLD: KEY ELEMENTS AND ISSUES

LESSON 4. THE REPRESENTATION OF GEOPOLITICAL FACTS: FROM CARTOGRAPHY TO  POPULAR
GEOPOLITICS.
LESSON 5. GEOPOLITICAL APPROACHES TO CONFLICT ANALYSIS.
LESSON 6. THE STATE SYSTEM IN THE AGE OF GLOBALIZATION.
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LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

Learning and training activities include:

- Class presentations by the teacher, in which the main theoretical contents of the course are
developed. Course bibliography is provided to complement these presentations.

- Critical reading of texts selected by the teacher either to expand and consolidate the
knowledge of the subject, for further discussion in class or to comment by means of papers or analytical
written essays.

- Presentations and discussions in class, moderated by the teacher, of topics related to the
contents of the subject.

Tutorials will be carried out through the procedures established by the university.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

-Classroom and online attendance and active participation, including both the theoretical
sessions and the oral presentations and discussion within the practical sessions: 20% of the
course grade.
-Mid-term exam (Part I): 40% of the course grade
-Final paper with analytical and critical essays on three proposed texts (Part II): 40% of the course grade.

% end-of-term-examination: 0

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 100
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