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OBJECTIVES
BASIC COMPETENCES:

- CB6: Possess and understand knowledge that provides a basis or opportunity to be original in the development and /
or application of ideas, often in a research context

- CB7: That students know how to apply the knowledge acquired and their ability to solve problems in new or
unfamiliar environments within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related to their area of study

- CB8: That students are able to integrate knowledge and face the complexity of making judgments based on
information that, being incomplete or limited, involve thoughts on the social and ethical responsibilities linked to the
application of their knowledge and judgments

- CB9: That the students know how to communicate their conclusions and their knowledge and ultimate reasons that
support them to specialized and non-specialized audiences in a clear and unambiguous way

- CB10: That students have the learning skills that allow them to continue studying in a way that will be largely self-
directed or autonomous

GENERAL COMPETENCES:

-CG1: Ability to understand the main factors involved in the geopolitical and strategic analysis

-CG2: Ability to understand and analyze from a critical perspective the territorial dimension of the discourses and
practices that govern international politics, as well as to contribute to the public debate on them and deepen the values
of democracy, dialogue, tolerance, social and environmental justice and peace.

-CG3: Ability to understand and analyze national and international conflicts that have a territorial basis or impact and
propose strategies and political instruments that may contribute to their resolution.

-CG4: Ability to apply the theoretical and methodological knowledge of geopolitical and strategic studies to the analysis
and resolution of specific empirical cases and problems.

-CG5: Ability to demonstrate critical sense in analytical arguments both their own and others.

-CG6: Ability to independently plan and carry out research in the field of geopolitics and strategic studies

-CG7: Ability to communicate and present, in a clear, precise and rigorous manner, geopolitical and strategic reports to
both specialized and non-specialized audiences

SPECIFIC COMPETENCES

-CE5: Ability to understand and use the main methods of geopolitical and strategic analysis, both qualitatively and
quantitatively.

LEARNING RESULTS

-Knowledge of the methods and techniques of analysis of social sciences in geopolitical and strategic matters.
-Ability to analyze geopolitical and strategic issues.

-Ability to select indicators and measures to evaluate geopolitical and strategic issues.

-Ability to synthesize bibliographic material for presentation.

-Ability to present information in graphic, written and oral form.

-Ability to read, understand, analyze and use graphic and cartographic representations of a geopolitical and strategic
nature, especially maps, atlases and infographics.

-Ability to prepare maps and infographics with which to represent phenomena of a geopolitical nature.
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-Capacity to prepare and develop a scientific report in the field of geopolitics and strategic studies.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1. Introduction to research methods in geopolitics

2. Quantitative methods

2.1. Descriptive Statistics. Introduction to statistical software R.
2.2. Probability models.

2.3. Point and interval estimation. Hypothesis testing.

2.4. Contingency tables. Chi-squared test of independence.
2.5. Linear regression and correlation.

2.6. Logistic regression.

2.7. Hierarchical and k-means clustering.

3. Qualitative methods

3.1. Introduction to qualitative research methods

3.2. Fieldwork & ethnographic methods

3.3. Conducting interviews & focus groups

3.4 Discourse & text analysis

4. Mixed methods

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

LEARNING ACTIVITIES:

- Theoretical and practical lessons using statistical software.
- Team work

- Individual work of the student

METHODOLOGY:

- Theoretical lessons, with support material available on the Web, to present and develop the main concepts of the
course. Teachers will provide students with supplementary material.

- Critical reading of documents provided by the teachers: newspaper articles, reports, manuals and / or academic
papers, either for later discussion in class, either to expand and consolidate the knowledge of the subject.

- Resolution of practical cases, problems, etc. proposed by the teacher individually or in groups.

- Preparation of projects individually or in group.

TUTORING SESSIONS: - Weekly individual tutoring sessions - Group tutorials might be possible

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

100% of the assessment consists of in-class participation and individual and/or group projects carried out during the
course.

For those students who do not follow the continuous assessment process, the grade in the extraordinary call is
obtained through an exam consisting of both theoretical questions and practical problems.

% end-of-term-examination: 0
% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals...): 100
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