Geography

Academic Year: ( 2019 / 2020 )

Review date: 03-05-2020

Department assigned to the subject: Department of Humanities: Geography, Contemporary History and Art
Coordinating teacher: MANUEL VALDES, CARLOS
Type: Basic Core ECTS Credits : 6.0
Year : 1 Semester : 2
Branch of knowledge: Arts and Humanities

COMPETENCES AND SKILLS THAT WILL BE ACQUIRED AND LEARNING RESULTS.

It is intended that students acquire the basic knowledge for understanding geography as a discipline of knowledge that
explains not only the spatial distribution of the phenomena , but also the interrelationships between humans and the
physical environment and territorial manifestations of relations social . In this sense , an effort is made to highlight the
importance of space - territorial dimension as crucial to the understanding of many processes and problems of
contemporary societies factor , providing basic knowledge of the humanities geographical perception.
In addition, the student is introduced to the knowledge of documentary sources of geographic character, their analysis
and interpretation.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

This course offers students an introduction to geographical knowledge, led to his training as a graduate in Humanities.
Therefore, it affects the relationship between man and the environment and spatial manifestations of productive
activities and distribution. The essential techniques for obtaining, processing and interpretation of geographic
information is also provided.
ITEM 1. INTRODUCTION TO THE GEOGRAPHY. 1. Definitions and main branches in Geography. 2. The concept of
geographical space and other central concepts in the discipline. 3. Geography in the system of science: relations and
distinctive principles. 4. The historical development of geography. Concepts, methods and themes. 5. Sources of
information and resources in geography. Mapping.
ITEM 2. Population Geography. 1. Purpose and sources. 2. Evolution and distribution of the population in the world. 3.
Natural Dynamics and structure of the population. 4. Migratory movements. 5. Population policies and prospects.
ITEM 3. urban spaces. 1. Historical perspective of the city. 2. Industrial Revolution and associated urban theories. 3.
Morphology and urban structure; types of cities. 4. contemporary urban transformations. 5. The process of
urbanization in the world.
ITEM 4. RELATIONS SOCIETY AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT: ISSUES AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES. 1.
The interaction human-natural: impacts, risks and resources. 2. The humanization of the environment. 3. Society and
nature in the history of Western thought. 3. Characterization and spatial distribution of environmental problems. 4. The
ideas of environmental crisis and global change.
ITEM 5. NATURAL AND RURAL AREAS. Rural geography, rural areas and urban space. Elements and types of
agricultural landscapes: traditional and evolving farming systems. Processes, functions and changes in rural areas.
Rural areas not cultivated: mountains and forests. Spatial planning and rural areas. Rural villages.
ITEM 6. POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 1. Basic concepts: political geography, geopolitics and geostrategy. Major
geopolitical contemporary theories and models. 2. The state and its territorial components. 3. The formation of the
contemporary political map. Borders and territorial dynamics of states. 4. Current trends and prospects for the world
political map in the context of globalization.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

The subject has a content profile of theoretical and practical , with the aim of providing basic geographic information
and knowledge. This theoretical component will be developed through the presentation of content by the teacher,
reading and commentary of selected texts and documents , as well as classroom discussion of key issues from a
geographic perspective of the humanities .
Página 1 de

2

The practical part will be developed , on the one hand , by carrying out a series of works , individual or group , by the
student , that serve to apply knowledge acquired in theory sessions ; on the other, and to complement the analysis of
the geographic areas and the relations between society and the natural environment by conducting two day trips each
lasting . These trips involve the preparation of the corresponding reports by students .
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

The assessment system will consist of :
1. Comment geographical texts and other practices, individual or group (40 % of the final grade ) .
3. A written , individual event , whose weighting in the final grade will be 50 %.
4. Participation in class: 10 % of the final grade .
% end-of-term-examination:

40

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…):

60
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