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OBJECTIVES

Course contents:
. A first approximation to the evolution of living standards over the last 2,000 years.
. The causes and consequences of industrialization in the West.
. The determinants of catch-up and convergence or their absence in various parts of the world in different time periods.
. The evolution of the international economy from the early modern period to the present.
. The role of institutions in the process of development.

Skills and competences:
. Development of individual learning routines via the analysis of relevant texts in economic history and the collection
and analysis of historical evidence.
. Development of group-based learning routines via group-based discussion and the oral and written presentation of
work by teams.
. Development of verbal and written communication skills.
. Develop the ability to raise questions and answer them using economic analysis.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1. Modern economic growth.
2. Population and natural resources.
3. Markets and institutions.
4. Technological change and economic growth..
5. The modern firm.
6. Globalization.
7. The modern state and economic growth.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

Students will acquire the knowledge and skills through lectures, the handing of the work assigned by the teachers and
its discussion in class. Skills and attitudes will be enhanced by the individual and teamwork performed by the students
and their discussion in class. The tutorials moreover will also try to open up the discussion to the students via the
collective analysis of tables, graphs or texts and the use of questions and multiple choice tests on the main concepts
discussed in the lecture.

The course will keep the following schedule: Students will have access to the following material: at the beginning of the
course, a reading list will be assigned to each topic. Students will have access to all the graphic material used in class:
graphs, tables, maps, power point slides. The tasks to be performed by the students will be handed out in the class
tutorials. The students according to the calendar and relevant deadlines provided by each professor will hand in these
tasks. The lectures present the concepts, theories and models that can be applied to each topic and develop the main
historical narrative of the course. The activities developed during the tutorials are designed to stimulate the students to
use the analytical concepts developed in the course to understand past situations and develop a deeper
comprehension of current economic problems.

There will be at least one tutorial in the last weeks of the course in which the student will have the chance to clarify
doubts about the main concepts and models used in the lectures, as well as doubts about assessment and the
schedule of the course.
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ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

The final exam will represent a maximum 60 per cent of the final mark. To pass the course a minimum mark in the final
exam might be established. There will be continuous controls throughout the course to make students read and
prepare the class materials. Marks from these controls and class exercises will count an important percentage of the
final mark. Both the exams and the controls serve the purpose of evaluating the degree of knowledge acquired by the
student, his or her ability to transfer this knowledge into a similar context and adapting these ideas to new situations.

% end-of-term-examination: 60

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 40
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