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OBJECTIVES

General competences, skills and learning results:

¿ Ability to understand the main factors involved
in geopolitical strategic analysis    and

¿ Ability to understand and analyze from a critical perspective the territorial dimension of the
discourses and practices that govern international politics, as well as to contribute to the public debate
about them and to deepen the values of democracy, dialogue, tolerance, social and environmental
justice and peace.

¿ Ability to understand and analyze national and international conflicts that have a territorial
origin or influence and propose political strategies and instruments that can contribute to its resolution.

¿ Ability to apply the theoretical and methodological knowledge of geopolitical and strategic
studies to the analysis and resolution of cases and concrete empirical problems.

¿ Ability to demonstrate critical thinking in the analytical arguments of their own and of others.

¿ Ability to plan and carry out an autonomous research in the field of geopolitics and strategic
studies.

¿ Ability to communicate and present, in a clear, precise and rigorous manner, geopolitical and
strategic reports to both specialized and non-specialized audiences

Specific competences, skills and learning results:

¿ Ability to understand and use the graphic and cartographic representation techniques of
geopolitical and strategic analysis

¿ Ability to understand and prepare reports of geopolitical and strategic nature according to the
methods and specific techniques of this type of documents

¿ Ability to understand the main geopolitical problems and challenges of today's world and to
identify the most relevant risks and threats to national and international security, as well as to analyze
them and propose solutions and instruments to fight them

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

Common topics of the courses:
The analysis of the different conflicts, problems or challenges analyzed will include the following
common topics:
 - Its definition, typology and causes, as well as its sources and methods of study.
- Its location and geographic distribution.
- Its evolution, development and consequences.
- The political instruments promoted to try to regulate, manage or solve them.
-The analysis of relevant cases.

International terrorism:
1. The different definitions of international terrorism and its implications.
¿ Extremism, radicalism, violent radicalism and terrorism
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¿ Political violence by state and non-state actors

2. Geographical distribution and explanatory factors of international terrorism (ideological,
political, ethnic, religious, cultural, etc.).
¿ Relevance of the Analysis of the geopolitics of terrorism. World geography of terrorism. Why
geography matters for political and ideological purposes.
¿ Ethnic-nationalist terrorism. National liberation movements
¿ Religious-based terrorism
¿ The relation between culture and terrorism
¿ Terrorism sponsored by the State
¿ Global Terrorism

3. Operational and organizational models of international terrorism. (cyberterrorism/social
media/type of violent actions lone wolves/cells organization, killing with vehicle, bombs, immolation,
bioterrorism¿)

4. Jihadi terrorism: origin, evolution, current situation and prospects.
¿ The sectarianization of the Shia and Sunni communities from the ideological spectrum.
¿ Jihad through Sunni and Shia Islamist movements. Qaeda, Isis and Hezbollah.

5. Other types of terrorism and their presence in different regions of the world. (lone actor
terrorist-white supremacist/PKK)

6. International cooperation and fight against terrorism.

¿ International legislation to prevent and fight against terrorism
¿ Violent radicalization processes
¿ Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) and deradicalization measures
¿ The new challenges of global terrorism
¿ Between security and individual freedom.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

Teaching methodologies to be used in this subject

¿ Class presentations with computer and audiovisual media support, in which the main concepts
of the course are developed. Course bibliography is provided to complement the students' learning.

¿ Critical reading of texts recommended by the teacher of the course: Press articles, reports,
manuals and / or academic articles, either for further discussion in class, or to expand and consolidate
the knowledge of the subject.

¿ Resolution of practical cases, problems, etc. ... raised by the teacher individually or in groups.

¿ Presentations and discussions in class, under the teacher's moderation of topics related to the
content of the subject, and practical case¿s exposition and discussion.

¿ Preparation of papers and reports individually or in groups.

¿ Main activities of the course as indicated above in the methodology are mainly based on
teacher¿s ppt presentations during lectures. Course material will be provided to students, ppt
presentations, course readings, bibliographical sources and website resources.
¿ The course consists of diverse practical activities that contribute to enhance the critical abilities
and analytical skills of the students. Among such activities are:
¿ Analysis of the representation through the media of the topics covered in the course.
¿ Discussions and Tests on the readings recommended by the teacher in class.
¿ Students¿ Presentation on a topic assigned by the teacher.
¿ Workshop on a topic assigned by the teacher.
¿ Seminars on similarities and differences between the geographical contexts that directly and
indirectly influence the different types of political violence of state and non-state actors, represented in
different forms of terrorism.
¿ Working document with proposals for the prevention and eradication of terrorism. Selection of a
country as a case study

¿ Tutorials: AF5. 2hr per week.
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ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Evaluation systems

                                                                 Weight (%)
SE1: Participation                                  20
SE2: Continuos assessment                  40
SE3: Final scientific document/report          40

% end-of-term-examination: 40

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 60
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