ucdm | Universidad Carlos Il de Madrid

Geopolitics of Spain and its neighbouring areas

Academic Year: (2019/2020) Review date: 29-04-2020

Department assigned to the subject: Humanities: History, Geography and Art Department
Coordinating teacher: GARCIA ALVAREZ, ANTONIO JACOBO

Type: Electives ECTS Credits : 6.0

Year : 1 Semester : 2

OBJECTIVES

General Competences:

GC1,; Ability to understand the main factors involved in geopolitical and strategic analysis

GC2: Ability to understand and analyze from a critical perspective the territorial dimension of the discourses and
practices that guide international politics, as well as to contribute to the public debate about them and to deepen the
values of democracy, dialogue, tolerance, social and environmental justice and peace.

GC3: Ability to understand and analyze national and international conflicts that have a territorial origin or influence and
propose political strategies and instruments that can contribute to their resolution

GC4: Ability to apply the theoretical and methodological knowledge of geopolitical and strategic studies to the analysis
and resolution of cases and concrete empirical problems

GC5: Ability to demonstrate critical thinking in the analytical arguments of their own and of others.

GC6: Ability to plan and carry out an autonomous research in the field of geopolitics and strategic studies.

GC7: Ability to communicate and present, in a clear, precise and rigorous manner, geopolitical and strategic reports to
both specialized and non-specialized audiences

Specific Competences:
SC9 Ability to understand and analyze, from a geopolitical and geostrategic perspective, Spain and its surrounding
regions and their interactions

Learning results:

-Knowledge of the most important geopolitical and geostrategic elements and themes of Spain and its neighboring
regions.

-Ability to interrelate and synoptically understand the different geopolitical and geostrategic elements and specific
phenomena of Spain and its surrounding areas.

-Ability to apply theories and methodologies of regional analysis of a general or systematic nature to the understanding
of particular regional spaces and dynamics.

-Ability to place and relate the particular geopolitical and geostrategic regional dynamics of Spain and its neighbouring
areas with the global geopolitical architecture.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

PART I: INTRODUCTION TO GEOPOLITICAL ANALYSIS OF SPAIN
LESSON 1. Geographical and geopolitical characterization of the Spanish State.

PART II: INTERNAL GEOPOLITICS OF THE SPANISH STATE

LESSON 2. The making of Spain¢,s political map. A geohistorical synthesis.
LESSON 3. Organization and functioning of the ¢ State of Autonomiesy..
LESSON 4. Main tensions and internal geopolitical conflicts

LESSON 5. The Spanish borders and boundaries: delimitation and conflicts.

PART Ill: FOREIGN GEOPOLITICS AND GEOSTRATEGY. A REGIONAL APPROACH

LESSON 6. Spain in international geopolitics: strengths, weaknesses and main interests. Soanish presence abroad.
LESSON 7. The Transatlantic dimension. Spain in the NATO.

LESSON 8. The European dimension. Spain in the EU and in the OSCE.

LESSON 9. Mediterranean dimension and relationships with Africa and the Arab world.

LESSON 10. Relations with Ibero-America and other geopolitical regions.

PART IV: GEOPOLITICAL THREATS, RISKS AND CHALLENGES
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LESSON 11. Threats and risks to national security. General overview and case analysis.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

- Classroom attendance and patrticipation: 20 % of the course grade.
-Continuous assessment assignments: 30% of the course grade
-Term paper: 50% of the course grade.

% end-of-term-examination: 50
% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals...): 50
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