
Geopolitics of Europe

Department assigned to the subject: Social Sciences Department

Type: Electives  ECTS Credits : 6.0

Year : 1 Semester : 2

Coordinating teacher: RICHARDS  , ANDREW JOHN

Academic Year:  ( 2019 / 2020 ) Review date: 03/05/2020 18:06:50

OBJECTIVES

General Competences
GC1; Ability to understand the main factors involved in geopolitical and strategic analysis
GC2: Ability to understand and analyze from a critical perspective the territorial dimension of the discourses and
practices that guide international politics, as well as to contribute to the public debate about them and to deepen the
values of democracy, dialogue, tolerance, social and environmental justice and peace.
GC3: Ability to understand and analyze national and international conflicts that have a territorial origin or influence and
propose political strategies and instruments that can contribute to their resolution
GC4: Ability to apply the theoretical and methodological knowledge of geopolitical and strategic studies to the analysis
and resolution of cases and concrete empirical problems
GC5: Ability to demonstrate critical thinking in the analytical arguments of their own and of others.
GC6: Ability to plan and carry out an autonomous research in the field of geopolitics and strategic studies.
GC7: Ability to communicate and present, in a clear, precise and rigorous manner, geopolitical and strategic reports to
both specialized and non-specialized audiences

Specific Competences:
SC9 Ability to understand and analyze, from a geopolitical and geostrategic perspective, the Asia-Pacific region and its
interactions

Learning results.
-Knowledge of the most important geopolitical and geostrategic elements and themes of Europe (and, especially, of
the European Union).
-Ability to interrelate and synoptically understand the different geopolitical and geostrategic elements and specific
phenomena of Europe.
-Ability to apply theories and methodologies of regional analysis of a general or systematic nature to the understanding
of particular regional spaces and dynamics in Europe.
-Ability to place and relate the particular geopolitical and geostrategic regional dynamics of Europe with the global
geopolitical architecture.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1. INTRODUCTION TO THE GEOPOLITICS OF EUROPE
o The content and scope of the course
o The idea of Europe: Where is the geographical and geopolitical limit?
o The Europe of regions: Eastern, Northern, Central and Southern Europe

2. EUROPE'S PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE: A GEOPOLITICAL PERSPECTIVE
o The collapse of the Soviet Empire and neo-globalisation
o Conditions in Europe emerging in the Post-Cold War Era
o The reunification of Germany
o Acceleration of European integration

3. INTRODUCTION TO DE EUROPEAN UNION WITH A FOREIGN POLICY PERSPECTIVE
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o The treaties of Amsterdam, Nice and Lisbon
o Enlargement Policy and Neighbourhood Policy as a Foreign Policy tool
o The Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP)

4. AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICIES OF KEY EU MEMBER STATES
o Germany
o France
o United Kingdom
o CFSP after Brexit

5. THE EUROPEAN UNION AS AN STRATEGIC POWER BEYOND ITS BORDERS
o Deepening versus widening debate in the European Union
o The future of European integration: Introducing Turkey and the Western Balkans into the debate
o The European Union beyond its borders: The Middle East

6. GLOBAL ACTORS, THEIR INTERESTS AN STRATEGIES
o States and their increasing role in geopolitics
o Russia¿s role in current dynamics and EU-Russia relations
o Recent evolution of transatlantic relations: Europe and the US
o NATO¿s role in European security
o Populism, Post-Truth & Disinformation: implications for the liberal order

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

This course consists of lectures and seminars which will be designed for students to discuss the ideas found in the
readings. In general, classes are designed in a manner to promote students¿ active participation and critical thinking.
Therefore, it is essential that students read all required readings. There will be class and group discussions in
designated sessions. It is highly recommended to keep up-to-date about ongoing discussions on geopolitics. For this
reason, students are encouraged to follow think-tanks, international press and leading journals related to the course
content

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

The course grade will be determined as follows:
Class participation: 10%.
Group paper: 25%.
Group presentation: 25%.
Individual term paper: 40%.

% end-of-term-examination/test: 40

60% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…):
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