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OBJECTIVES

Know and understand:

-The characteristics of the legal method and its philosophical implications and for judicial function.
-Different arguments of interpretation
-Different approaches to legal interpretation
-Different theories on legal weighting

      Be capable of:

-Identifying and analyzing different arguments of different theories
-Making arguments in favour and against of one vision
-Analyzing critically any point of view of the different iusphilosophical controversies
-Applying different theories and arguments to practical cases, based generally in sentences

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1.- LEGAL METHOD CHARACTERISTICS

1.1.- Logic and Law. Internal and external justification
1.2.- Legal formalism
1.3.- Arguments of the legal interpretation
1.4.- Precedents and criteria for justification

2.- LAW, RIGHTS AND INTERPRETATION

2.1.- Canons of legal interpretation. Easy cases and hard cases

2.2. Some theories on interpretation

     2.2.1.- The Noble Dream
             2.2.2.- The Nightmare
             2.2.3.- The Vigil

3.- CONSTITUTIONAL DILEMMAS AND CONCEPTIONS OF LEGAL WEIGHING

3.1.- Sceptic theories
3.2.- Universalist theories
3.3.- Particularist theories

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

According to the ECTS system, the two credits of this subject correspond to 25 hours of student¿s work.
These Works hours are distributed in the following way:

- 6 hours of in person class in which are included theoretical and practical sessions.
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These session are based specially in Professor¿s explanations on basic concepts and general indications
for reading and practical cases. These classes area active for students and require their participation
with questions and debates.

- 9 hours of individual study by the students on the recommended readings of the bibliography
and practical cases.

- 20 hours of elaboration and presentation of a work. This work should be done individually and
consists of applying the knowledge on legal arguments.

- There will be a system of tutorials for the students.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

The assessment is based specially on the work. It is also assessed the students participation and the presentation of
expositions.

Class participation 10%

Individual final work 90%

% end-of-term-examination: 0

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 100
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