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OBJECTIVES
GENERAL COMPETENCES:

- Raising awareness about the standards of scientific rigor and requirements that guide the process of social science
research

- Knowledge of various tools and techniques for gathering information in the field of social research, and the criteria to
select them according to the research objectives and the target to which we direct.

- Guidelines for the preparation of proposals and research projects, questionnaires and discussion scripts and other
tools for collecting information

- Learning processes field: interviews, monitoring mechanisms, filtering and encoding

- Knowledge of the processes of exploitation and analysis of information: recording, tabulation, reading tables,
reporting and drawing conclusions.

SPECIFIC COMPETENCES:

- To get an overview of the development process of social research through all stages.

- Understand their requirements of rigor, its scientific face and other links between them.

- Training for the correct selection of the most appropriate design, quantification and distribution.
- To gain an overview of the methods of analysis and decision-making process in social sciences.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1. Scientific character of Social Science and its differences with the Natural Sciences. What makes the social sciences
can be considered as such science?

2. Determination of the basic objectives of the research: what is the problem to be solved, the (s) decide (s) to adopt.
3. Prior knowledge search, detection and treatment of secondary sources.

4. ldentification of information needs: What data is needed, what to learn to make decisions based enough.

5. Determination of indicators: how to measure what we want to find out.

6. Determination of the subjects (targets, target audiences) to whom they should consult.

7. Criteria for identifying research tools, from the theoretical point of view and from the practical point of view (how is it
easier to ask to diferent audiences)

8. Determination of sample sizes and their distributions: how to obtain an optimal representation of the whole and the
main potential diversity (socio - demographic, territorial, functional, attitudinal ...)

9. To create tools for gathering information: patterns of development of questionnaires and interview guidelines or
group discussion.

10. Field work: instructions to interviewers, selection of sampling points, collection and call for discussion groups.
Monitoring and debugging processes and their interaction, reaching the sample and its distribution, analysis of
reliability and consistency of the information collected.

11. Encoding and burning.

12. Tabulation of results: the analysis plan.

13. Analysis and interpretation of results, reading tables, process of identifying relevant information, process a report.
14. Drawing conclusions and its translation into specific suggestions or decisions.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

The training activities will combine lectures, class practices, teamwork and readings
The theoretical content presented through lectures are actively working through lectures, class discussions and
material support. The theoretical lessons are discussed through examples, case studies and practical exercises by
which students become familiar with the effective use of research
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techniques.

Among other exercises, along the course students have to develop a proposal and they will prepare a questionnaire.
Also, to contact with the programme SPSS.

A) Practice Group (2 or 3):
- To develop a research proposal: objectives and methodology (generally, two topics to choose one of them)
- To write a questionnaire regarding the topic they choose in their proposal in the previous practice

B) Individual Practice:

- Debate on the scientific nature of the social sciences and sociology in particular (in classroom)

- Search the data demographics in the website of INE to design a sample and the sample design (distribution by
province / habitat assessments of sex / age)

- Visit to a telephone survey platform: making contact with the talk show, with menus for monitoring, listening and
monitoring of live interviews, interviews may test (applied the questionnaire to each other), making contact the
program coding

- Making contact with SPSS: downloading files from the CIS Web, elementary tab of the file (frequency distribution,
cross basic as obtaining basic statistical means and deviations).

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM
Active participation in class, assignments, lectures, tutorials and final test. The total practical work receives a score of
50% of the final grade, the remaining 50% being obtained through the examination, which consists in carrying out a
practical exercise in relation to the contents of the subject.
% end-of-term-examination: 50
% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals...): 50
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