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REQUIREMENTS (SUBJECTS THAT ARE ASSUMED TO BE KNOWN)

Although designed for American students, this course requires an intermediate knowledge of the Spanish language,
allowing students to analyze in depth the cultural manifestations studied throughout the course. It is highly
recommended to have a basic knowledge of contemporary Spanish history.

OBJECTIVES

The course is designed so that students will acquire and develop the following competences: recognize, describe and
evaluate cultural expressions in their historical contexts; and to present an analysis both orally and in a written form.
More specifically, this course will allow students to acquire and develop their knowledge of a crucial period in Spanish
history, which will ultimately allow them to better understand Spain today and its cultural policies.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

We will study the cultural production within the historical and social frames of Spain since the second half of the 20th
century, a period of its history during which significant changes occurred, until nowadays.

We will also study the cultural manifestations supported by the cultures of both "high culture" and the popular culture:
we will analyze newspapers, political speeches, photography, propaganda posters, academic texts and cartoons; we
will listen to popular songs; we will watch movies, documentaries, televised news reports and commercials; we will
also have two trips to the Reina Sofia Museum where the Spanish Civil War, the Late-Francoism, and the Transition
towards Democracy will be studied through the artists´work. There will be a strong emphasis on the role of women and
the evolution of their role in society, analyzing various cultural products that bear witness to these changes.

Among the cultural manifestations that will be analysed in this course we may mention "El Guernica", Spanish soccer,
bullfights, turistic posters, Easter celebrations (Holy Week), Educational Models, Inmigration and Youth Urban
Movements.
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ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

Students are expected to read the assigned readings on a daily basis. Class attendance is mandatory.

Please, take into consideration that the course will include two visits to the Reina  Sofía Museum. These two classes
will be offered either Friday or Thursday afternoon to avoid conflict with other courses.

Active participation: 20%
Power Point (based on oral presentation): 20%
Group Presentation: 15%
Exams (2): 30%
Assignments: 15%

Class evaluation is on-going throughout the course, consisting of class participation, assignments, two written exams,
a group presentation about a cultural expression (to be chossen among a list of topics proposed by the professor), and
an essay based on the oral presentation. Class attendance is mandatory and an active class participation is
fundamental. If a student is absent, he or she is responsible for making up the work and material covered on the day of
the absence. Analysis of movie viewings, art, and readings will be accompanied by "reading guides," which will later
serve as a guide for class discussions.

The student final grade will be decreased in accordance to the following scale:
1st unjustified absence:  -0,3
2nd unjustified absence: -0,5
3rd unjustified absence: failure.
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