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OBJECTIVES

Within this course students will be provided with a foundation in understanding and solving problems related to
bioethics.  In this course, each student will:
- acquire legal and ethical criteria to face social issues of life sciences and medicine in a multidisciplinary way.
- be acquainted with bioethical aspects of professional and societal activities.
- develop their abilities think and to argue from an ethical point of view.
- develop their critical sense on bioethical issues
- know the basic contents of academic bioethical developments
- raise awareness of minorities and vulnerable groups in the field of bioethics.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

Lesson 1: Ethics, morality and law. Public and private reasons.
Lesson 2: Justification in ethics. Metaethics and normative ethics.
Lesson 3. The foundations of  Bioethics. The origins of Bioethics. Basic principles on bioethics. Bioethics, Rule of Law
and Democracy.
Lesson 4. Medical ethics. Informed consent. Organ transplantation. Clinical essays.
Lesson 5. Birth and death. The beginning of life: assisted reproduction, abortions. End of life: on dying.
Lesson 6. Bioethics and Vulnerable Groups. Bioethics and gender: feminist bioethics. Bioethics and Children.
Bioethics and the elder. Bioethics and disability.
Lesson 7. Bioethics and genetics. Genetic information. Genetic interventions on human beings.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

LECTURES:
It is imperative that the student reads the recommended chapters or articles before the class. These will be provided in
advance.
1) Lectures: During the lectures the proposed topic will be presented, always encouraging discussion.
2) Discussion Sessions: When the topic allows it, groups of 3-5 will be formed for discussion sessions to solve
particular problems related to the current topic with the main idea of understanding the system and developing
different strategies to solve it, underlining the fact that there are almost always different approaches to the same
problem.
3) Oral Presentations: At least once during the course each student will have the chance to do a short oral
presentation on a topic related to the course. These oral presentations will be prepared either individually or in groups.

HOMEWORK:
Homework will be assigned frequently throughout the course and will count for the assessment.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

- Composition of three essays (700-1000 words) (60%) and a final essay (3000-4000 words) (30%)

- Oral presentation (10%)

% end-of-term-examination: 0

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 100
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