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OBJECTIVES

A basic understanding of the use of the Social Welfare Functions in the context of poverty and inequality
measurement.

Capacity to understand the main properties of the standards measures of poverty (the family FGT) and inequality
(Gini, Atkinson, GEI) and the implications of the choices among them.

Ability to critically asses the relative merit of the different recent estimations of the evolution of global poverty and
inequality.

Capacity to recognize the main advantages and shortcomings of the alternative methods of impact evaluation
(randomization, matching, instrumental variables, regression discontinuity), their data requirements and their possible
sources of biases.

Basic capacity to participate in the design and implementation of targeting and impact evaluations of development
plans.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

1. Normative economics, Pareto criteria and Social Welfare Functions. Poverty measures. Lorenz
Curve and Gini coefficient.

2. Poverty and the Foster, Greer y Thorbecke indexes. Poverty lines and the US 1 poverty line.
Poverty comparisons and stochastic dominance.

3. Inequality measures. Lorenz criteria and Gini coefficient. General Entropy Indexes: the MLD and
the Theil Index. Atkinson coefficient.

4. Recent evolution of inequality and poverty in the world. World Bank estimations and the

evolution of the 1 US per day. Methodological issues: household surveys vs. National Accounts. PPPs
and the 2005 ICP round.

5. The links between economic growth and inequality: the Kuznets curve. Empirical evidence and
the debate.

6. Poverty traps. Malthusian economy.

7. Inequality, institutions and economic development.

8. Credit markets failures, inequality and poverty traps. Micro-credits

9. Policies to eradicate poverty. Design of development interventions. Public policies and

development. Targeting mechanisms for antipoverty plans and targeting problems: under-coverage and
leakage.

10. Impact evaluation. Traditional evaluations. Simple and double differences. Experimental
evaluation. Pseudo-experimental evaluations. Matching with propensity scores. Instrumental variables.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

Acquisition of knowledge through:

Sessions of in which the teacher develops the most important elements of each topic and presents the crucial
conceptual problems linked to the skills that students should acquire. Although the role of the students in these
sessions is more passive, there are several instances in which discussion is proposed.

In some of the sessions, the teacher presents and discuss a paper linked to the topics of the session emphasizing the
methodological choices, the empirical strategies and the relevance of the conclusions. The main goal of this strategy is
to suggest to the students ways to analyse and critically read the recent literature on the topics of the course.
Resolution of four problem sets to apply the concepts and methodologies developed in the sessions. Two sessions of
the course are destined to solve the problem sets and discuss the implications of the results.
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ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

A 15% of the final grade corresponds to the evaluation of the active participation of each student in the debates in
class and the resolution of the problem sets.

A 25 % of the final grade corresponds to the mid-term that is taken after the session 8 of the course.

A 60 % of the final grade corresponds to the final exam. Both the mid-term and the final exam are based on questions
and exercises related to the theoretical concepts covered in class and on questions related to the discussion included
in the papers marked as compulsory readings.

% end-of-term-examination: 60
% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals...): 40
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