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REQUIREMENTS (SUBJECTS THAT ARE ASSUMED TO BE KNOWN)

None.

OBJECTIVES

The students will learn how to:

- Analyze an artistic image in its constituent elements and in the frame of the art movement(s) it belongs to.

- Study a given work of art in relationship to its historical context, and understand the evolution of art and the art world
in the 20th century in its major features.

- Understand the cultural and symbolic values of an art piece.

- Evaluate and comprehend primary sources and art history texts, in order to be able to understand the nature of
artistic activities and their social, political and economic implications.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS: PROGRAMME

The course analyzes Modern Art from its origins in the mid-19th Century to our days. Instead of the usual
chronological order it concentrates on seven moments and major trends within Modern Art:

1. Manet and the origins of Modern Art
2. The analytical view: Picasso and the end of traditional perspective
3. The spiritual view: Kandinsky, Malevich, Mondrian and Abstract Art
4. The subjective view: Expressionism and Surrealism
5. The intelectual view: Duchamp, from Dada to Conceptual Art
6. The ironic view: Warhol and Pop Art
7. The critical view: Postmodernist Art

LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY

The seven in-class sessions will be lectures where the student is expected to participate actively in the analysis of
works of art and related texts.

In-class sessions account for approx. 15 hours (0.6 ECTS). Student homework accounts for approx. 45 hours (1.8
ECTS), i.e. approx. 6 weekly hours during the teaching period (weeks 1 to 7).

Tutorials and writing the assignments and the final exam account for approx. 15 hours (0.6 ECTS) during weeks 8 to
11.

ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

A final exam accounts for 50% of the final grade, while the other half results from an individual essay written during the
term with the help and guidance of the professor.

% end-of-term-examination: 40

% of continuous assessment (assigments, laboratory, practicals…): 60
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